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As the housing affordability crisis grows in Europe, the expansion 

of social and affordable housing provision has been widely called 

for by experts in the European Commission, the OECD as well as 

academic and civil society advocates. There are many good 

examples of growing resilient and inclusive social housing 

systems, and some of these are covered in the report 

#Housing2030. Housing cooperatives are one of featured 

models, and during the session we will hear good practices from 

Berlin. One emerging approach, which has received less 

attention, involves the establishment of social rental agencies. 

This session outlines what these agencies are and how they 

operate in a range of contexts: Barcelona, Prague, Budapest and 

Hong Kong. It will also discuss their experience in working with 

local authorities, the private sector as well as vulnerable 

households.



What is social housing?
It is different from commercial housing provision
Social housing can be distinguished from commercial/private housing with its 
focus on affordability and needs based housing allocation.

It comes in a variety of forms
Many social housing systems have developed an ecosystem of different types 
of housing providers, which have emerged in cities and countries, often over a 
long period of time.

Some systems are dominated by a single form of provision, such as co-
operatives, while others host a range of providers, often municipal housing 
providers alongside not for profit and co-operative housing sector.

These models differ in terms of their public purpose, implementation and 
approach to regulation and evolved different ownership, investment and 
management models, which in turn have generated different housing 
outcomes for households.

Lawson and Davies, 2021, https://engage.vic.gov.au/social-housing-regulation-review

 



Who provides for which 
households?

Lawson and Davies, 2021, https://engage.vic.gov.au/social-housing-regulation-review

 



How is it financed and 
funded?

Lawson and Davies, 2021, https://engage.vic.gov.au/social-housing-regulation-review

 



How is social housing’s role 
changing?

Lawson and Davies, 2021, https://engage.vic.gov.au/social-housing-regulation-review

 



Can they be compared - how?



Question for mentimeter

• What criteria should be used to evaluate different social housing 
models?



The contents of this publication 
can in no way be taken to reflect 
the views of UNHCR.
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